HEALY0602 – Chukchi Borderland and Mendeleev Ridge

Report 5 – 17 August 2006

After the very successful week #4 we were looking forward to taking more cores and trying to collect multi-channel seismic reflection data since we had finally found ice conditions where it might be safe to tow a long (~400 m) streamer. Unfortunately on the 17th of August, tragedy struck the Healy family. There was a tragic diving accident involving two USCG divers. The diving did not involve the science party in anyway. The two divers were outgoing, interactive folk who were friends to everyone and well liked by all including the science party. Ms. Jessica Hill was the science liasion so Harm and I met with her every evening. She was a truly fine person. Needless to say, science operations ceased immediately and we are enroute to Barrow. We will be disembarking in Nome on Tuesday, 22 August 2006. It has been a difficult time for all aboard. The science party seems to be holding up well. All of us have been deeply touched by the loss of Jessica Hill and Steven Duque.

